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When the Assembly met at Bordeaux it was found to
contain no less than four hundred monarchists as
against two hundred republicans and thirty supporters
of the fallen Empire. The most surprising feature of a
surprising result was the resurrection of the legitimist
party, who after a political eclipse of forty years con-
quered no less than two hundred seats. Their success
denoted the activity of the priests and a revival of
religious sentiment which among the Latin races is the
natural and inevitable sequel of national calamity.
Gambetta, who had preached the war d I'entrance, had
fled into Spain to escape the rising tide of unpopularity,
and his radical supporters were for the most part
beaten at the polls. At the bottom of the French
mind was the sovereign need for peace, order, and
reconstruction.

At this crisis of national affairs France discovered a
leader who, for the mass and brilliance of his endow-
ments, stands out as one of the most eminent figures
in the nineteenth century. In the elections to the
Bordeaux Parliament, Thiers had been returned by
twenty-six departments and had received nearly two
million votes. He was now seventy-three years of
age, and ever since early manhood his name had been
a household word in French politics and his huge
spectacles and elfish body a fortune to the caricaturist.
Thirty years had passed since he had served as the
Prime Minister of Louis Philippe, forty-one years since
he had taken a principal share in procuring the over-
throw of Charles X. Babies had grown into sober
and grey-haired citizens while this exuberant little
man from Marseilles was exhibiting the glittering
facets of his various, irrepressible and incalculable
activities. Now he was known as the most formidable